The Authentic Church – Part 2

“Birthmarks of His body”  1Cor. 12:12-26

Matthew 16:18-19 “and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 

not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind 

on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."

1Corinthians 12:12 “The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though 

all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.”  

Birthmarks of the Authentic Church:

1. Vs 12-13: a conjoined body: “The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; 

     and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.”  

· Only a person, sealed with the Holy Spirit, is a part of the body of Christ. 

· Colossians 1:18 “And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and 
the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.” 
2. Vs 14-18: a committed body: “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body… ”

· The believer and the church are in a spiritual union as are God and Christ.

· Philippians 2:1-2 “If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ…

then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one 

in spirit and purpose.” 

3. Vs. 19-24: a celebrated body: “on the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be 

                      weaker are indispensible”
· 1Corinthians 1:27 “God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.”
· Greatest miracle of all time is the oneness and yet the diversity of the church. 

4. Vs 25: a concerned and caring body: “so that there should be no division in the body, 

      but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.”  

· Galatians 6:9-10 “Let us not become weary in doing good…we will reap a harvest 
if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”
Coach: Vince Lombardi: “Every team has the potential to be a great team, you’ll find 

talent on every team but a great team is where men have to care for each other and where 

men have to love each other.”

There is no level of intimacy greater than being the body of Christ – the authentic church.

